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Prior Knowledge 

The effects of pollution on the environment. 

 

The position of hot and cold areas of the world in relation the 

equator. 

 

The name and location of the seven continents. 

 

To find places using a globe or atlas. 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Rainforest – A dense forest, normally found in 

tropical areas with high rainfall. They generate 

much of the world’s oxygen. 

Ecosystem – A community of plants and animals 

that depend on each other to survive. 

Deforestation – The action of clearing a wide 

area of trees. 

Habitat – The natural home or environment of an 

animal, plant or organism. 

Interdependent – When two or more people or 

things rely on each other. 

Climate – The weather and temperature usually 

found in an area over a long period of time. 

Tropical – Around the middle of the world in the 

region called the Tropics where it is warm all 

year.  

The four layers to a rainforest 

 

The emergent layer – This is the top 

layer where only a few animals live. It 

is hot, wet and windy. 

The canopy layer – Located under 

the emergent layer. This is home to 

most of the animals and plants in the 

rainforest and there is lots of food 

and shelter. 

The understory layer – Located 

under the canopy layer. It does not 

get much sunlight so it is dark and 

humid. It is home to smaller animals, 

insects and snakes.  

The forest floor layer – The last layer. It is dark, humid and hot. 

Only 5% of the sunlight reaches here.  

Deforestation – why does it happen? 

 

Trees are cut down to: 

- Create fields for farming cattle and growing crops 

- Produce timber and wood pulp to make furniture and 

paper 

- Create space for housing 

 

Positive Impacts 

Jobs are created 

Selling land raises money for local people 

 

Negative Impacts 

People’s homes are destroyed 

Animals and plants become extinct through habitat loss 

 

 

 



 


