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Key Vocabulary 

Chronology-the arrangement of events or 

dates in the order of their occurrence 

Conqueror-to get/gain by force, to win by 

fighting 

Conquest-territory taken over as a result of 

war or battle 

Danelaw-the area in Britain where it was 

agreed Vikings could settle 

Invaders- a person or group that invades a 

country, region or other place by using force 

Invasion- to try and take over another place 

by force 

Kingdom-area ruled by a King 

Settlers- a person who moves with a group of 

others to live in a new country or area 

Settlement-a place, typically one which has 

previously been uninhabited, where people 

establish a community  

Prior Knowledge 

Children will have learnt about Pre-historic life and 

the Romans. They will be able to identify the 

chronological order of these. 

 

Children will be able to name the seven continents 

and five oceans of the World.  

 

Children will know about the Roman Empire and the 

impact it had on Britain.  

 

Start to name and locate some of the countries in 

the world.  

 

Key Questions 

• Who were the Vikings? 

• Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

• Why did the Vikings invade Britain? 

• Who were the Kings? 

• What were the Kingdoms? 

• What was life like as an Anglo-Saxon? 

 

Anglo-Saxons 

The Anglo-Saxons were warrior-farmers and came 

from north-western Europe. They began to invade 

Britain while the Romans were still in control.  

Vikings 

The Vikings were invaders and settlers who came 

from Scandinavia and travelled by boat as far as 

North America in the west and Central Asia in the 

east from about 700AD to 1100. The word ‘Viking’ 

meant ‘pirate raid’.  

Why was Britain raided? 

Britain had rich sources of resources, land and gold. 

Often their own countries were over populated and 

Britain had lots of spare land.  

 

Who were the Vikings?  

The Vikings 

arrived at the 

shores of 

Britain in 

longboats and 

fought the 

local people, 

raided 

monasteries and burned buildings to take over land. 

Their beliefs were extremely different to Anglo-

Saxons. Their mythology glorified battles and they 

believed that dying in battle was an honour that 

would grant them access to Valhalla. 

The struggle between the Anglo-Saxons 

and the Vikings  

After the Romans left Britain, Anglo-Saxon 

invaders began arriving from an area that is 

now North Germany, Denmark and the 

Netherlands. They started to settle, forming 

different kingdoms across England. Kings and 

their armies constantly fought to control 

other kingdoms and defend their land. Then 

the Vikings arrived in Britain. The first raid 

in Lindisfarne marked the start of a long 

struggle between the Anglo-Saxons and the 

Vikings for the Kingdom of England.   



 

What did the Anglo Saxons believe? 

When the Anglo-Saxons first came to Britain, they 

had their own gods and beliefs. They believed in 12 

gods, the main ones being Odin, (King of the Gods), 

Thor (God of Thunder), Tyr (God of War) and 

Freyr (Goddess of Fertility) 

 

However, over time they 

converted to Christianity and 

new churches and 

monasteries were built. 

Religion was very important 

to them and monasteries 

were the centre of learning. 

Monks lived peaceful lives, 

praying and working. 

Kings and Conflict 

The Anglo-Saxons 

started with seven 

kingdoms, but by 878 AD, 

all but one (Wessex) had 

been overrun by Vikings. 

The kingdom was ruled by 

Alfred the Great. He 

fought the Vikings and 

his rule led to the 

creation of the Danelaw. 

A succession of kings 

followed, with several 

events which eventually 

led to the Battle of 

Hastings in 1066 AD. 

Anglo-Saxon Village Life 

Tribes would live together in hurts and there 

was lots of work to do. Children rarely played 

and instead helped with the running of the 

village.  

Jobs included: 

- Chopping 

wood 

- Farming 

- Gathering 

food 

- Building 

- Collecting 

resources 

from the 

land 

Historical Context  

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Timeline of Invaders and Settlers 


