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Bridgtown Primary School 
At Bridgtown we acknowledge the uniqueness of all children, their ability to be creative and challenged, 
to celebrate their diversity, interests, cultures and talents. We have high expectations and challenge 
them to be confident, happy and reach their full potential. 

We aim to provide a secure, happy and welcoming learning environment that is inclusive of all pupils. 
We encourage children and their parents to take part, to be active, to take responsibility and contribute 
to the school community and work in partnership with us to help the children to achieve their goals. We 
believe in doing our best and having the courage to take risks and celebrate our success which will 
enable us to become successful and confident learners. 

We seek to meet our aims with a "Bridgtown Smile". This reflects our positive attitude to life, learning 
and relationships and is an important part of the ethos of the school. We see our school reflecting a 
society where the individuals, whatever their age or status act responsibly towards each other, praise 
each other, care for each other and act with a high degree of individual responsibility. 

We see our school as an inclusive community in which all members are valued. 

 
Aim 

Our aims are: 

• To help children gain clear values and self-discipline to guide them whilst also respecting and 
valuing the lives of others, all living things and the environment. 

• To promote responsible and caring citizens who develop a strong sense of belonging to their 
communities; local and global. 

• To provide an open and creative curriculum that develops well rounded individuals who are well 
prepared for their future role in society and the changing world. 

• To encourage individuals, whatever their age or status to act responsibly towards each other, 
praise each other, care for each other and act with a high degree of individual responsibility. 

• To celebrate achievement 

 
 

Entitlement 
1.1 The content of our Early Years policy is based on the requirements of the National Curriculum document 

and in accordance with the Early Years Framework.  The key skills will be covered throughout each Key 
Stage at an appropriate level. 
All Children will be given equal access to the curriculum irrespective of race, gender, social background 
or disability and Special Educational Needs including specific learning difficulties. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 
In our Early Years Department we implement the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS).  
This document encompasses ‘The Characteristics of Effective Learning’ and ‘The Early Years Outcomes’   
The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the Every Child Matters outcomes.  



• Be Healthy  
• Stay Safe  
• Enjoy and Achieve  
• Make a Positive Contribution  
• Achieve Economic Well-being  
By using the development matters guidelines and our child initiated interests we are able to meet all 
outcomes as well as understand how each child learns and plan accordingly. 

 

 
Areas of Learning 

The Learning and Development theme of the EYFS is made up of seven areas. All areas are 
interconnected and are of equal importance. 
 The areas of Learning and Development are:  
Prime Areas  
1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
2. Communication and Language  
3. Physical Development  
Specific Areas 
4. Mathematics  
5. Literacy  
6. Understanding the World   
7. Expressive Arts and Design  
 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage is a curriculum from birth to five years old. Our aim is to provide 
learning opportunities in each of the seven areas of learning.  
No area of learning can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are interlinked and are of equal 
importance.  The ‘Prime Areas’ of learning are fundamental to the children’s successful learning within 
the ‘Specific Areas’ and are the initial primary focus in the Nursery year with the gradual implementation 
of the specific areas. 
 
 Through play and practical experiences children learn about the world and their place within it. Children 
learn through first hand experiences, communication, literature and explorative resources. We set 
realistic yet challenging expectations that meet the needs of all our children; boys, girls, children with 
special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from varying 
social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic 
backgrounds. 
 
The curriculum is structured to provide opportunities for child initiated activities as well as adult initiated 
and adult led. Adult led learning opportunities can be 1:1, in small groups of children or whole class. Our 
aim is to provide children with the skills and knowledge and the ability to apply them in a variety of 
situations. 

 

Induction Process 
Nursery  
Our Early Years Foundation Stage values the importance of a smooth transition. For this reason all 
children and families are offered a school visit or a home visit alongside a session where the parents can 
‘stay and play’ with their children. This enables the children to familiarise themselves with their new 
surroundings and meet the EYFS staff.  
Each child will be assigned their own named key worker. 
 



Reception  
The new Reception children begin their new journey, where necessary, with a staggered entry. The  
where the from the school Nursery children begin full time during the first week of term and the children 
new to the school begin their full time journey in the second week of the term.   
Arrangements are made for children joining Bridgtown Primary School Reception to visit the school for a 
variety of open mornings.  
The Nursery Teacher and Reception Class teacher work together to ensure that their transition to school 
is smooth for all children.   
The Early Years Lead visits other Early Years settings during the summer term before the children start 
school. Home visits are offered to families but are not compulsory. Each child will be assigned their own 
named key worker. 

 
 

Assessment 
All children are assessed using both formative and summative assessment and through professional 
discussion with members of the team on a regular basis. These assessments are used to inform future 
planning and help identify children in need of further intervention such as behaviour or learning 
difficulties or those who may show a gift or a talent in any area. 

Upon entry to Reception, children undertake a formal baseline assessment in line with Government 
guidelines. 

On-going observations and assessments for each child are fundamental to their growth.  These 
contribute to the child’s ‘Learning Journey’ which records their progress.  Each learning journey contains 
photographs, written observations and a variety of work. Discussion with the children, alongside 
parental contribution allows each stakeholder to understand any next steps to enable the child to make 
progress.  

Formal feedback is given at consultation meetings with parents and each child is provided with an end of 
the year report. 

 
 
 

Review 
 
The Governors, Headteacher and staff  reviewed  this policy in the Spring Term 2022. 
 
Signature:……………………….……Name: ……………………………Date: ………………..                      Chair of Governors 
 
 
Signature:……………………………Name: ………………………….…Date: ………………..                         Headteacher 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


